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Amendments to the Claims : 
This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims : 



1-20. (Canceled) 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) A method for displaying a time-dependent process, the 
method comprising: 

providing a toothbrush having a porous indicator strip disposed on its surface, the 
indicator strip having; 

a first portion [[and]] 

a second, opposite-portion, the second portion having a dye pre-applied theretoi 

and 

a display surface extending between the first and second portions ; 
applying a liquid onto the first portion of the porous indicator strip 
allowing the liquid to migrate along a length of the display surface from the first portion 

to the second portion, causing the dye to dissolve in the liquid; and then 

diffusing the dye along the length of the indicator strip display surface from the second 

portion toward the first portion . 

22. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 2 1 , further comprising 
providing the liquid within a storage capsule located adjacent the first portion of the indicator 
strip. 

23. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 2 1 , wherein the liquid 
comprises water. 
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24. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 2 1 , wherein the dye 
comprises Erythrosin B or Coomassie Brilliant Blue. 

25. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 2 1 , wherein the indicator 
strip comprises cellulose paper. 

26. (Canceled) 

27. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 22, further comprising 
applying the liquid to the indicator strip from the storage capsule. 

28. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 27, further comprising 
opening the capsule by applying mechanical pressure to a flexible cladding substantially 
surrounding the indicator strip and the capsule. 

29. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 27, further comprising 
opening the capsule by actuating a pressure pin arranged adjacent the capsule. 

30. (Currently Amended) A display device for a toothbrush, the device comprising: 

a capsule to store a liquid and comprising a seal for controllable release of the liquid; and 
a porous indicator strip disposed adjacent to the capsule, the indicator strip having: 
a display surfac e , a first portion adjacent the capsule,, [[and]] 
a second portion opposite the first portion, the second portion having a dye pre- 
applied thereto, and 

a display surface extending between the first and second portions, th e indicator 
strip comprising a porous substrat e having a dy e pr o appli e d to a portion of its surfac e , th e 
indicator strip being configur e d so that mol e cul e s of th e dye adh e re to th e indicator s trip prior to 
r e l e as e of th e liquid; 

wherein the indicator strip is configured to diffuse the [[dye]]Houid from the first portion 
toward the second portion and subsequently form a line of demarcation along the indicator s trip 
display surface . 
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3 1 . (Previously presented) The device of claim 30, further comprising a scale located 
adjacent the indicator strip to provide an indication of elapsed time. 

32. (Canceled) 

33. (Previously presented) The device according to claim 30, wherein the dye is 
disposed along the second portion of the indicator strip. 

34. (Previously presented) The device according to claim 30, wherein the device is 
configured to introduce the liquid from the capsule to the dye along the indicator strip. 

35. (Previously presented) The device according to claim 30, wherein the liquid 
comprises water. 

36. (Previously presented) The device according to claim 30, wherein the dye 
comprises Erythrosin B or Coomassie Brilliant Blue. 

37. (Previously presented) The device according to claim 30 wherein the indicator 
strip comprises cellulose filter paper. 

38. (Previously presented) The device according to claim 30, further comprising a 
protective cladding substantially surrounding the indicator strip and the capsule. 

39. (Previously presented) The device according to claim 38, further comprising a 
mechanical pressure device arranged on an opposite side of the indicator strip facing away from 
the display surface configured to actuate and burst the capsule. 

40. (Currently Amended) A toothbrush comprising: 

a capsule to store a liquid and comprising a seal for controllable release of the liquid; and 
a porous indicator strip disposed adjacent to the capsule, the indicator strip having: 
a di s play surfac e , a first portion adjacent the capsule,, [[and]] 
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a second portion opposite the first portion, the second portion having a dye pre- 
applied thereto, and 

a display surface extending between the first and second portions, th e indicator 
strip comprising a dy e , th e dy e b e ing pre applied to th e s e cond portion of th e indicator strip in a 
mann e r so that mol e cule s of th e dy e adh e r e to the indicator strip prior to r e l e as e of th e liquid; 

wherein the indicator strip is configured to diffuse the [[dye]]hguid from the first portion 
toward the second portion and subsequently form a line of demarcation along the display surface 
indicator strip to indicate elapsed time. 

41. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the strip is pre- 
impregnated with the dye. 

42. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the strip is pre-printed 
with the dye. 

43. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the strip has been 
conditioned to cause molecules of the dye to adhere to the strip. 

44. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 30 wherein the porous substrate is 
impregnated with the dye prior to release of the liquid. 

45. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 30 wherein the porous substrate is 
printed with the dye prior to release of the liquid. 

46. (New) The toothbrush of claim 40, wherein the porous indicator strip is disposed 
on a handle of the toothbrush. 



